
BMP 084 - Divert Drainage to a Low-Flow Sump 
 

 
 
 
Description of Potential Pollutants and Source:  Often spills flow directly into the storm drain 
system.  Once the spilled material combines with the runoff in the storm drain, the pollutant 
concentrations can only be reduced with a structural control such as an oil/water separator, wet 
pond, or filtration basin. 
 
Description of BMP:  A low-flow sump collects small spills so that the spilled material is not 
discharged into the rest of the storm drain system. 
 
Application Guidance:  Low-flow sumps will be used in areas where discharge into the storm 
drain system and spills are likely to occur.  This may occur at refueling locations, material 
loading/unloading areas, and maintenance areas. 
 
Operation and Maintenance:   Low-flow sumps will be cleaned at least four times a year and after 
any major spill.  Materials trapped in the sump will be properly disposed. 
 
The frequency of implementation of this BMP has been suggested as general guidance.  
However, a facility operator may wish to establish a frequency more suitable to the facility.  This 
will require a level of judgment on behalf of the SWPPP implementers.  
 
Effectiveness and Cost:  This BMP is highly effective for small leaks and spills.  It is not effective 
for large spills or leaks.  This is a moderate-cost BMP. 
 
Limitations:  The sediment removed during maintenance must be tested and may be a hazardous 
waste and must be disposed of properly. 
 


